HOW CHAINS EMBRACE THE DOME

Not so many years ago a warning was issued by experts that, owing to the weakening of the
foundations, the enormous structure of the dome of St. Paul's Cathedral, London, was becoming
insecure. Cracks were appearing and ever-widening at the points marked X.X. in the above
pictorial diagram. As a result work began on the strengthening of the eight great piers which
support the dome, steel tie-bars being inserted at Z.Z. Further, a colossal new chain of chrome
steel was made and built in position as shown to impart strength to the buttresses Y.Y.
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